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DETAILED ACTION 

1. Claims 1-35 are subject to examination. Claim 12 has been cancelled and claims 
6-11, 17, 18, 23, 24 and 30-35 have been restricted. 

Response to Arguments 

2. Applicants arguments with respect to claims 1-5, 13-16, 19-22 and 25-29 have 
been considered but are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

3. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by another 
filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent granted on an 
application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent, 
except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 351(a) shall have the effects 
for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States only if the international application 
designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) of such treaty in the English language. 

4. Claims 1-5, 13-16, 19-22 and 25-29 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as 
being anticipated by Fee et ai. (hereinafter Fee)(US 2003/0069874 A1). 

Referring to claim 1, 

Fee teaches in a communications system apparatus with an Ethernet backplane (col. 5, 
lines 60-65) and at least one internal occupant (col. 4, lines 51-61), a method for 
identifying internal occupants comprising: 

verifying that a system switch processor ("SSP") (col. 8, line 33-38, "DCA") has 
been assigned an IP address (col. 6, line 21-52); 

requesting a discovery protocol data package from said SSP (col. 8 f lines 47-55); 
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determining whether said discovery protocol data package corresponds to said at 
least one internal occupant (col, 7, line 1-5); and if said discovery protocol data 
package corresponds to said at least one internal occupant, then discovering occupant 
information corresponding to said at least one internal occupant, (col. 7, line 36-42). 
Referring to claim 2, 

Fee teaches the method of claim 1 , including the additional act of determining whether 
said at least one internal occupant is the last internal occupant in said apparatus, (col. 
7, line 13-14, col. 6, line 54-64). 
Referring to claim 3, 

Fee teaches the method of claim 1 further including after said query of determining 
whether said discovery protocol data package corresponds to said at least one internal 
occupant, the additional act of determining whether said at least one internal occupant 
has a valid IP address, if the discovery protocol data package corresponds to said at 
least one internal occupant, (col. 6, line 21-25, 60-67). 
Referring to claim 4, 

Fee teaches the method of claim 1 including the additional act of populating a data table 
with said at least one internal occupant's information, (col. 7, line 9-22). 
Referring to claim 5, 

Fee teaches the method of claim 1 wherein the act of discovering occupant information 
corresponding to said at least one internal occupant further comprises: 

determining whether said at least one internal occupant is a multiservice route 
processor; discovering multiservice route processor information from said at least one 
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internal occupant if said at least one internal occupant is a multiservice route processor; 

determining whether said at least one internal occupant is a system processing 
engine; discovering system processing engine information from said at least one 
internal occupant, if said al least one internal occupant is a system processing engine; 
and indicating an error for said at least one internal occupant if said at least one internal 
occupant is not a system processing engine. (Fig. 1, element 14, col. 4, line 51-56, col. 
5, line 10-23, col. 7, line 1-48). 
Referring to claim 13, 

Claim 13 is a claim to a communications system apparatus that carries out the method 
of claim 1 . Therefore claim 13 is rejected for the reasons set forth for claim 1 . 
Referring to claim 14, 

Claim 14 is a claim to a communications system apparatus that carries out the method 
of claim 2. Therefore claim 14 is rejected for the reasons set forth for claim 2. 
Referring to claim 15, 

Claim 15 is a claim to a communications system apparatus that carries out the method 
of claim 3. Therefore claim 15 is rejected for the reasons set forth for claim 3. 
Referring to claim 16, 

Claim 16 is a claim to a communications system apparatus that carries out the method 
of claim 4. Therefore claim 16 is rejected for the reasons set forth for claim 4. 
Referring to claim 19, 
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Claim 19 is a claim to an apparatus for identifying internal occupants of a 
communication system in accordance with the method of claim 1 . Therefore claim 19 is 
rejected for the reasons set forth for claim 1 . 
Referring to claim 20, 

Claim 20 is a claim to an apparatus for identifying internal occupants of a 
communication system in accordance with the method of claim 2. Therefore claim 20 is 
rejected for the reasons set forth for claim 2. 
Referring to claim 21, 

Claim 21 is a claim to an apparatus for identifying internal occupants of a 
communication system in accordance with the method of claim 3. Therefore claim 21 is 
rejected for the reasons set forth for claim 3. 
Referring to claim 22, 

Claim 22 is a claim to an apparatus for identifying internal occupants of a 
communication system in accordance with the method of claim 4. Therefore claim 22 is 
rejected for the reasons set forth for claim 4. 
Referring to claim 25, 

Claim 25 is a claim to a program storage device readable by a machine, tangibly 
embodying a program of instructions executable by the machine to perform the method 
of claim 1 . Therefore claim 25 is rejected for the reasons set forth for claim 1 . 
Referring to claim 26, 



Application/Control Number: 09/922,175 Page 6 

Art Unit: 2154 

Claim 26 is a claim to a program storage device readable by a machine, tangibly 
embodying a program of instructions executable by the machine to perform the method 
of claim 2. Therefore claim 26 is rejected for the reasons set forth for claim 2. 
Referring to claim 27, 

Claim 27 is a claim to a program storage device readable by a machine, tangibly 
embodying a program of instructions executable by the machine to perform the method 
of claim 3. Therefore claim 27 is rejected for the reasons set forth for claim 3. 
Referring to claim 28, 

Claim 28 is a claim to a program storage device readable by a machine, tangibly 
embodying a program of instructions executable by the machine to perform the method 
of claim 4. Therefore claim 28 is rejected for the reasons set forth for claim 4. 
Referring to claim 29, 

Claim 29 is a claim to a program storage device readable by a machine, tangibly 
embodying a program of instructions executable by the machine to perform the method 
of claim 5. Therefore claim 29 is rejected for the reasons set forth for claim 5. 

Conclusion 

Examiner's note: Examiner has cited particular columns and line numbers in the 
references as applied to the claims above for the convenience of the applicant. 
Although the specified citations are representative of the teachings of the art and are 
applied to the specific limitations within the individual claim, other passages and figures 
may apply as well. It is respectfully requested from the applicant in preparing responses, 
to fully consider the references in entirety as potentially teaching all or part of the 
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claimed invention, as well as the context of the passage as taught by the prior art or 
disclosed by the Examiner. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Ashok B. Patel whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
3972. The examiner can normally be reached on 8:00am-5:00pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, John A. Follansbee can be reached on (571) 272-3964. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 
273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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